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MySQLdb
MySQLdb is the API that allows scripts run in Python to access your MySQL databases. The current interface (1.2.0) is compliant with Python 2.4, and other (older) versions are available for Python 2.3 and 2.2. It is wrapped on top of the _mysql C interface and allows access to many of the standard features. The first thing you will need to do when writing a script in Python, is to import the MySQLdb module. There are only a few necessary steps and everything else is just specific features you may or may not need. Some of the basic syntax needed to run MySQLdb scripts will be covered here.
Connecting

When connecting, there is a whole long list of parameters, any of which can be omitted. Connecting is achieved through the use of:

MySQLdb.connect(…)
where the … is where each of the huge list of parameters is specified. You will want to store the variable this function returns as it is needed to access all of its functions.

Some of the common parameters are: db, host, user, passwd, and port.

Cursors

Everything in the database, such as display information, is obtained through the use of cursors. It is used to execute commands in MySQL and also to traverse the result sets. So next you will want to create a cursor. This is achieved through:

cursor = database.cursor()
where database is the returned value from connecting. To execute queries on the database

cursor.execute(query)
where query is a string representing the SQL statement you want to execute. This functions returns a long integer representing the number of rows affected or returned. There is also a executemany(queries) variant that can be used for insertion of several rows or several queries at once. 
To obtain the dataset from this query (for select queries):

cursor.fetchone()
or

 cursor.fetchall()
where fetchone() returns the current tuple and advances the cursor to the next line and fetchall() returns all rows in the query. There is also a fetchmany(n) variant that takes the number or tuples to return.
